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* Melvin Tinkham, stu. 105   
 
 

 All Schooner outings, 
events, tours & move-
ins are being done with 

safety procedures in           
place for all. 

It’s almost time, for the arrival of 
Mardi Gras, celebrated Schooner 
style!  Tuesday, March 1st is the 
day.  We are excited to share this 
event with you and to enjoy the 
festivities we have planned!  So 
search your wardrobe for the 
Mardi Gras colors of green, gold, 
and purple; you will fit right in! 
 

Everyone is welcome to join in 
the parade, or just sit and 
watch.  It will be held at 3 pm 
in the Village Green.  And of 
course, the main event, our 
New Orleans buffet, a meal 
worthy of Fat Tuesday!  Head 
on down to the Village Green 
at your regular lunch time.   
 

Feast your eyes on our deli-
cious menu, on page 4 of this 
newsletter. 
 
 
 

 

 

For all of you who                                              
are just waiting for the 

first sign of Spring, cheer 
up, it’s getting closer! 
One sure sign is the 

arrival of Daylight Saving 
Time, which officially 

begins on Sunday, March 
13th.  Remember to set 

your clocks forward                 
one hour on Saturday 
evening, March 12th. 
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Word Search 

Beware, words can go  
 every which way! 
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Schooner Tenant (& Employee) Profiles 
Please give these new neighbors a warm Schooner welcome! 

(continued on page 4) 

Gail Hauser R.N., Schooner’s new Director of Nursing, spoke at the February 
Tenants Council meeting. She began by saying, “I am thrilled to be here!” She 
then reviewed her career of more than 35 years, that has centered on health 
care for seniors. She initially worked as an aide, then as a licensed practical nurse.   
Twelve years ago she received her R.N. degree from Southern Maine Community 
College. She served as director of nursing in several Portland area facilities before 
she became a public health nurse at the Maine CDC. She then became the inau-
gural Director of Nursing in Schooner’s Memory Care unit until May 2021. She 
returned to Schooner in early January 2022.  In addition to all her regular duties, 
her first special project is an audit of the booster status of the population here. 
Gail and her husband Larry live in Standish.  They have three grown children and 
nine grandchildren, all living within an hour of them.  One daughter is following in Gail’s footsteps, just 
starting her program for a nursing degree.  
 

Gail’s office is on the first floor of the Searsport building, opposite the Meulendyke Library.  She looks 
forward to getting to know all the Schooner Estates tenants. 

Linda Hicks moved to studio 114 from Cumberland.  She was a school bus 
driver for years and enjoyed the kids on her bus.  She only had to put two off 
the bus for fighting.  One walked home. The other was picked up by his 
mother - what kind of lesson was that?  She was involved with 4H and raised 
rabbits. She called them “catholic bunnies” because they reproduced so fast.  
She was also a Cub Scout leader and taught Sunday School.  Linda is a quilter 
with a quilt hanging on her wall.  She is also proud to show visitors the work 
her grandmother did.  Linda has two living sons.  One is into sports, and the 
other into hunting and fishing.  They live nearby in Windham and Lisbon Falls.  
She has four grandchildren, including one Florida granddaughter who is flown to New York by her em-
ployer when necessary.  Linda’s great-grandson told his mother he didn’t want any more sticks up his 
nose for covid tests. 

Dot Doody, a new arrival in studio 111, has spent time in Aroostook 
county.  She has memories of digging potatoes when she was very young.  She 
has a large family, whose pictures cover almost all the wall space in her apart-
ment.  She was  married more than 50 years, and her late husband owned a 
service station.  She loves gardening, and all kinds of flowers and vegetables. 



Page 4 

      Mardi Gras Menu…....Enjoy! 
 

Tabled 

Whipped Sweet Butter  *  Seafood Gumbo 
 

Salads 
Bourbon St. Seven Layer Salad 

Green Goddess Salad 
Mardi Gras Citrus and Purple Cabbage 

 

Mains 
Tasso Eggs Benedict 

Bananas Foster French Toast 
Shrimp and Andouille Scramble 

Fried Oysters with Remoulade Sauce 
Mini Muffulettas  

Chicken and Sausage Jambalaya 
 

Finale 
Assorted King’s Cakes 
Bourbon Pecan Bars 

Mardi Gras Jell-O Parfaits 

Rita and Ron Melendy both grew up in Maine.  After marrying in 
1959, their careers took them to Texas, New Jersey and Indiana, with 
most of their married life spent in Rockland and then Auburn.  Ron got 
his Masters in Social Work at Rutgers University, and spent fifty years as 
a social worker specializing in mental health. In 2010 he published a 
memoir about his experiences and insights, Social Work: My Life, My  
Career.  Rita worked as a Certified Medical Assistant to doctors – the 
first being Sue O’Sullivan’s husband. She also worked in banks, and oper-
ated her own wine and cheese store. She served twelve years as Rockland’s representative to the 
Maine legislature. They have joined in many civic activities - singing groups, church groups, ALS support 
groups, and much more. One son teaches music in Auburn; the other is a professor at the University of 
Buffalo Medical School. Rita’s current passion is researching her family history with the Franco-
American Genealogy Society.  Their windows here (apt. 643) give great views of the turkeys behind 
Schooner. 

Schooner Tenant Profiles Continued 

 Pete Duchette (studio 101) was born and raised in Lewiston and grad-
uated from Lewiston High School in 1964. He started his meat cutting  
career at Bonneau’s Supermarkets and then transitioned to the Brunswick 
Commissary for the next forty years and worked until it closed. During 
his time at the commissary, Pete served in the National Guard. After he 
retired, he enjoyed volunteering at Central Maine Medical Center where 
patients and nurses thoroughly appreciated his helping hand and sense of 
humor. Pete enjoys car rides to the ocean, taking walks at Range Pond, 
and playing cards with his family. He is also an avid hockey fan and loves 
watching Maine Nordiques and Boston Bruins games. 

We welcome the new tenants who 
have joined our Schooner Family       
recently. We would like you to know 
Todd Hopkins, Food Service Assis-
tant, and noted photographer, who 
gives a narrated presentation of his 
beautiful sea bird pictures.  
 

Todd adds a lot of information 
about the sea puffins and wel-
comes additional information from 
his audience.  To learn more, see 
the framed article posted by John 
Rice, Director of Operations, at 
the left of the dietary kitchen door. 
 
 

Article & photos by Rachel Morin. 

Beautiful Wildlife Photos 


