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Congratulations, Bob Pacios!

Schooner Estates is proud to announce that
our own Bob Pacios has been recognized with
a Remember Me Award from the Maine Health
Care Association. The Remember Me Award is
designed to recognize the life and
achievements of those living in Senior Living
Communities throughout our state. Previous
winners from Schooner Estates have included
Tonie Ramsey and both Irving and Judith
Isaacson. Bob will be honored at a Ceremony in Augusta on April |10th,

and his portrait will be printed in a commemorative book, along with
the following essay:

If you ask Bob Pacios about his childhood, he’ll start by telling
you that he was born “at an early age,” in Medford Massachusetts on
August 24", 1924. His mother, an immigrant from Belgium, and his
father, aWorld War | veteran, worked hard to provide for their six
children during the depression; his mother found work ironing shirts,
and his father went through several layoffs before establishing a laundry
business of his own.

A natural athlete, Bob received an athletic scholarship to
Hennigan School for Boys, but received a draft letter before his
graduation: he laughs as he recalls that the correspondence, signed by
President Roosevelt, opened simply with the word “Greetings.”

He attended basic training in Fort McClellan in Alabama, and then
married his wife, Sylvia, before going overseas. He was deployed in July

Essay Continued on Page 4

It is with great pleasure that
we welcome you to our community!

¢ Madeline Fournier, Aime & Connie Morin, & Priscilla Washburn: Residential Care

¢ Gloria Parker, apartment 312




A Few of Our Favorite Pictures

~ Brenda Gurney
Bea Gilbert

OMG!

(Actually it is
Art Turner!)

Word Search
umbreliag
Beware, words can go
every which way!
Word List:
AIR VENT NYLON
AUTOMATIC OPEN
BEACH PARASOL
CAFE POLE
CANVAS PORTABLE
CLAMP RAIN
CLOSED SHADE
CLOTH SHELTER
COLLAPSE SNOW
COLORFUL SPOKES
CRANK STAND
DRY STORM
FOLD WET
GOLF WIND

HANDLE
LIGHT

A leprechaun! &
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Michael Perry Slide Show Easter Menu

Join Freeport, Maine’s Michael Perry for a scenic slide
show journey down the coast of southwestern Maine
from Kittery to Portland.

Mr. Perry’s shows are always popular and a favorite here
at Schooner. He is looking forward to seeing you all on

Take a look at our Easter menu. The day
is Sunday, April Ist. Whether you are
here at Schooner enjoying this delicious
meal with your friends and neighbors or
away with family, we wish everyone a
wonderful day!

Tuesday, April 3rd at 2:30 p.m. in our Tenants Harbor
Room.

His presentation, “Exploring Maine’s Seaside Beauty:

Kittery to Portland,” will explore along far-reaching
sandy beaches, peak into secluded coves, and check out
lobster eateries in Kittery Point, Perkins Cove, and
Wells. Historic inns and homes dot the route including
the Lady Pepperrell House in Kittery, the Colonial Inn in
Ogunquit, the Wedding Cake House in Kennebunk, and
Portland’s Victoria Mansion. The classic stone churches
of St Peter’s By the Sea in Ogunquit and St Ann’s in
Kennebunkport, and the historic Spurwink Church in
Cape Elizabeth offer quiet reflection and beauty. From
Fort McClary in Kittery, Nubble Light in York and Cape
Elizabeth Lighthouse you will enjoy scenic vistas out
over the ocean blue. Maine features 3500 miles of
coastline; some of the most inspiring of those miles are
right here in our own backyard!

Pretty pictures, fun sea stories, and fascinating local
trivia all geared to bring back fond weekend getaway
and vacation memories.

So let’s start out the month of April with a fine show by
Michael Perry. Happy Spring to everyone!

Starters:

Black-Eyed Susan Deviled Eggs
or Spring Tomato Bisque

Main Course:

Baked Pit Ham with
Caramelized Pineapple Glaze
Grilled Lamb Chop with
Whole Grain Mustard Demi
Baked Stuffed Sole with Sherry Wine
and Fresh Chives

Accoutrements:

Rice Florentine or
Sour Cream and
Chive Mashed Potatoes
Peas & Pearl Onions
Dill-Buttered Carrots
Fresh Vegetable Medley

Finishers:

Strawberry Shortcake Parfait
Chocolate Mousse with
Fresh Raspberries

You are invited to attend our
Afternoon Tea
Where: Schooner Estates Tenants Harbor Room
When: Sunday, April 22nd at 4pm Cost: $10
Proceeds to benefit the American Heart Association
(52 Call the front desk before April 16th to reserve your spot!
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Bob Pacios, Continued

of 1944 to France, and continued on to Belgium and Germany. The Third Armored Division, known as
“Spearhead,” led the First Army as the first division to breach the Siegfried Line. Bob remembers, fondly, the
celebrations in the towns that his company liberated, reflecting on wine and Belgium Waffles offered by the
grateful civilians. “You can’t believe the ecstasy that they had after being under the rule of the Germans for

four years.”

Bob’s quick mind and grace under pressure made him a natural leader: he
recalls giving orders to a group of panicked soldiers under attack in a house in
Echtz, Germany, despite having no authority over them at the time. “In combat,
people were looking for someone to tell them what to do. And | was not hesitant
in telling people what to do.” This decisive action likely played a part in his rising
through the ranks, and at the age of twenty, he was promoted to the rank of
Platoon Sergeant. In this role, he was in charge of forty-seven men, the majority of
whom were his senior in age. His time in combat was cut short when he was in-
jured in a mortar blast, while he was doing something “very brave,” he says: “l was
sweeping the kitchen of a Belgium farmhouse.”

After the war, Bob attended Boston University on the Gl Bill, and then
went on to work with the internal revenue service. This job brought him to

Lewiston-Auburn, where he and Sylvia raised their two children. It was not long before his good nature and
quick wit helped him to establish himself in the community, and soon after he decided to study to take the

CPA exam, so that he could start his own accounting firm. He and a partner opened the doors of Pacios &

Gervais on January 2", 1955. The firm afforded Bob the chance to travel the state, and he grew to love the
experience of helping businesses of all sizes. He continued working in the firm until the age of seventy-five.

It remains open to this day, under the name Chasse & Company.

Former Governor James Longley, a friend of Bob’s, had a “special reason” to appoint him to the
Turnpike Authority in 1975. “He never told me what that special reason was,” Bob explains. He served on
the Turnpike Authority, even briefly filling in as the pro-temps executive director, until 1994, when the
Robert K. Pacios Rest Stop on the northbound side in Kennebunk was dedicated in honor of his service.
After his retirement and stepping down from the Turnpike Authority, Bob kept busy by acting as Editor-in-
Chief for The Spearhead Doughboy, a newsletter for his former World War |l company. In this role, he
wrote his recollections of the battles and encounters experienced by him and the men who served with
him, as well as conducting many interviews of his fellow soldiers. He was also involved in professional organ-
izations such as the Lewiston-Auburn Chamber of Commerce and the Maine Society of CPAs, both of
which he served as president of for a time.

Bob’s life has been characterized by a strong sense of duty, a grateful reverence for the past, and an
indomitable spirit which has transformed the most harrowing of circumstances into strength, humor, and
humanity. His sharp and versatile mind helped to shape and strengthen the business community of our state,
as well as the fighting forces that defended our freedom. From his precocious birth, to his bravery in war, to
the “special reasons” for everything he did, he lived a truly extraordinary life.



