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What is “Christmas in August”?
Christmas in August is a special Yellow-
stone National Park tradition. It began in
the early 1900s when visitors traveled the

snowstorm. They decided to turn their
by Ruth Reynolds misfortune into a time of festive joy. In
¢ Recipe Corner: Gazpacho decolrati}rllg a triaeband girilgir}g ChrCishtmas
: . carols, they celebrated the first “Christmas
O lFeveris FEmes in August.” For much of this century, the
seasonal employees at Yellowstone have
continued the celebration of this special
“holiday” before returning home in the fall. Ruth Southworth and the bear.

Writers:

Your Schooner Family “This past June 30th marked a wonderful milestone for me—17 years of
Editor: Theresa Nardone | calling Schooner Estates home. While I love the comfort of my life here,
| reaching this anniversary got me thinking about some adventures from the
" e s mm o omm s mm o o= past. Specifically, the unforgettable summers of 2001 and 2002, when I
I Wwent to work at the Lake Lodge Gift Shop in Yellowstone National Park.
Pet PhOtOS The gift shop was open from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm. On my days off, |
Callie

hit the road, driving 125 miles to Cowley, Wyoming, to spend time with my
son and his family.

Back at the park, home was a cozy, dorm-style room. My roommate was
Ethylmae Nelson, a lovely woman from the Seattle area. She worked with

| the Christian Ministry at Yellowstone, holding services there. We had a
classic dorm setup—sharing our bathroom with the staff next door.

But the real star of our daily routine was right at the entrance of the gift
shop: We had an extra-large stuffed black bear greeting everyone as they

| walked in, complete with a wooden bench between his legs. It was #ze photo
spot. Because of that bear, I became an honorary photographer! Long before
smartphones took over, tourists would hand me all different types of camer-
| as so I could capture their family photos on the bench.

We loved to have fun with Christmas in August. We went all out
decorating the shop. I even handmade a custom red cape and a Santa hat to

| dress up our giant bear.

Working there was a lesson in how small the world really is. I met
tourists from all corners of the globe and many states in the USA. Every
now and then, I would strike up a conversation with a stranger who actually
knew where I lived—Bradford, Vermont.

Seventeen years at Schooner Estates has been a beautiful chapter of my
life—but those bear-themed summers in Yellowstone will always hold a

I_Very special place in my heart.” —Ruth Southworth

Congratulations to Schooner Estates on
Our First-Place Win: Most Creative
Float in the Moxie Parade!
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Some Good News

The words listed below can be found vertically,
horizontally, diagonally, forward, and backward.

UTCNZURARETHA GTUATL
I VHD OWILOQOYGAVUIBM
NSAKPICENTIYYJVH
HEROKYTINUMMOTCT Craftlng
EMIOCPFGATAWYTISL
SKTUBNVOCUJQNSA Tie Dye Event
X UYHIHGTIUCUTIYSEE
CYCSOEGONTDI KZ PRH
HAKCTNMTIGETITETIGTW
L X RHEEEFRNENTEROC : What I’'m reading ... ' ! Recipe Corner-Gazpacho !
BAETIOSTICDNWUARTI ! Because She Asked .. i I
I Memories of a Downeast Childhood I | This refreshing soup hits the perfect balance of
ERMRNPO SNUIZXIZXUTUPTW I by Pauline Armstrong Cates I I . tangy, savory,ganduslilky-smogth serve chilled.
T MTEULGEJHOQGTTIUDV " __Review bv Ruth Revnolds . | Ingredients: I
WNJEDNSMTITLETSOOTKA . “Pauline’s me}r’nmr shouldyresonate with Maine I © %Eb rl%).ehRoma t(]):)matoes,l C(?Op gedh d |
| history buffs. Helilv\t/ords thend andextrao§l§11nary I I g | g;;ge lisbeﬂllc;lellr)rll) et;r C[})f(:)e; 1e;edan choppe '
t
Z RHUSPJLRTDBVPFNUHM | %912%28&;2%151?& lg%ns—rlr\llf)rtlj:ﬁstllltrlnﬁ/%alnz but I * 0 1 small red onion, chopped I
~throughout our country in a . ' 0 1 garlic clove [
| much simpler time. I | © Y cup extra-virgin olive oil .
[ was fortunate to share * .0 2 tbsp sherry vinegar [
CARING HELPING NEIGHBORS g!any of these special (and or- 1 o 7 g sat :
) day i Falne Lot © et !
CHARITY HERO PROGRESS ?esglfefup mother, Florence. ! Blend: Combine tomatoes, :
t t . . . .
COMFORT HOPE SINGING s g e oy’ | | Suoumberpeper oon, snd g tigh
COMMUNITY INSPIRATION SMILES : Ehf%‘éfl;?h%?surﬁevyvzvéﬁgher, | il complcy smooth Emulsity: Wit he |
. s t ttom-right w, slowly drizz v
EDUCATION KINDMNESS SUCCESS I of the cover is the path ?hroigl? tﬁ;n “fcl)%ds'c&rtner I * o1l and sherry vinegar. Season with salt. Strain: !
- different times, it led to other family homes, . I Press the mixture through a fine-mesh strainer in- |
HEALTH LAUGHTER TOGETHER I school, and eventually to a lifetime connection | | to a pitcher to remove skins and seeds, creating a

- with me. The path is still there waiting for the - silky texture. Chill: Refrigerate for at least
I next visitor. I hope you enjoy the book.” I

. ' 2 hours. Serve cold with a drizzle of olive oil. |



